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FLY OF THE MONTH
CRYSTAL TRUDE

Hook: Tiemco 5262 - Size #14 , #12 and #10
Thread: Black 6/0
Tag: Flat gold tinsel (optional)
Tail: Golden Pheasant Tippets
Body: Black Crystal Chenille
Wing: White Calf Tail (Tied Trude)
Hackle: Brown or Furnace - dry fly quality

1. De-barb the hook and wrap a layer of thread
from behind the hook eye to the bend of the hook.
Tie on the tail - it should extend the length of the
shank  beyond the bend of the hook.

2. Tie in the body material at the base of the tail.
Then take the thread to the 1/3 point behind the
hook eye. Wrap the body material in close wraps
to the where you left the thread. Tie off and trim
the excess.

3. Select a bunch of calf tail fibers from the base
of the tail. Select a good full bunch.  Manipulate
the fibers with your fingers to even up the tips.
Calf tail fibers do not stack well in a hair stacker.
After preparing the calf tail material measure it
for length.  The tie-in point is 2 eye widths behind
the hook eye, and the wing is to extend back to a
point approximately half the distance between the
bend of the hook and the end of the tail.

4. After measuring the wing, cut it to the proper
length and start the tie in at the point which is 2
eyes widths behind the eye.  Holding firmly to the
material with the thumb and forefinger of your
left hand tie it in. DO NOT RELEASE THE MATE-

RIAL UNTIL YOU HAVE WRAPPED IT DOWN
SECURILY BACK TO THE FRONT OF THE BODY.

5. Select 2 neck hackles or a good quality saddle
hackle of the correct size.  Move the thread for-
ward to the tie-in point just behind the eye. Now
wrap the hackle forward in close wraps up to the
point where you left the thread.  If you selected 2
neck hackles you should wrap them both forward
at the same time. Tie off and remove the excess.

6. Make a neat thread head, whip finish and exam-
ine the fly removing any renegade fibers with your
scissors.  Apply head cement.

This pattern is a modification of the Rio Grande
Trude.  I do not tie in the tag and doubt the fish
really care.  This can be a very productive fly.  It
can be fished either wet or dry.  I would tie it in
sizes 14 through 10.  It is not difficult to tie.  If
you have problems with this pattern or any other
pattern I suggest you attend our Thursday evening
Tying Congress.  Someone will be happy to assist
you, and we will be glad to see you.

Good tying,  Tom Smith




